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Introduction

The author of the present work, Shri Dhyanat Rai
a jaina poet of 18th century A D, lived at Agra. He
is acknowledged as a fitst grade jaina poet of that
period.

In the present work, the author has dealt upon the
subject matter of karnanuyoga mainly. He has given
the details of verious topics in a very concise and
lucid form, such asi— the constitution of the universe
with its three regions : upper, lower and middle, the
jaina chatalayas (temples) situated in different regions
of the universe, general theory of karmas and the
special principles of karmic bondage, stoppage and
destruction; the theory of Gunasthanas ( stages of
spiritual evolution), the one hundred sixty nine great
persons — Jirthamkaras, Narayanas etc., the causes of
birth in various Gatis. It is important to note that the
author has not merely explained these notions but has
put the numerical calculations into verse form, which
is really a very difficult job. (It may be added that
this is the only work of its own kind in whole of the
Hindi jaipa Literature.)

It is very interesting to note, as is clear from verse
No. 103 and the name of the work ‘charcha shatak’



itself that in that period Gommattsara and its diffi-
cult subject matter was a thing of common discourses.
It shows the keenness of common man that he was
not afraid of the difficult portions of Jain Vidya, but
tried to understand even them, On the other hand, it
reflects upon our deplorable condition that in this
age of enlightenment today we are rather alraid of
the subject matter of karnanuyoga as a whole. Being
dazzled with the discoveries of modern science we
have lost faith into the Jaina Geography and cosmo-
logy which had their source in the omniscience of
Tirthamkaras themselves. But it is a fact that the
modern Science and its discoveries do not satisty the
scientists themselves and they lock upon their con-
clusions and upon the premises on which they draw
those conclusions as final, Therefore there is no reason
why should we lose faith or interest in Jaina Geogra-
phy, cosmology and such subjects of karnanuyoga.

Ia the end it may be added that this versification
of many topics of Gommattsara and Triloksara in
summary form makes it elasy for us to memorise.

Its commentary by Shri Harjimal Panipat wala is in
good prose in which he has explained well the terms
used in the verses.

Biltiwala House,
Jaipur Gyan chandra M.A,
18-11-55
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